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latter affection may easily be overlooked and an erroneous diagnosis 
made. To prevent such a blunder it is always well to bear in mind 
the affections for which acromegaly may be mistaken. The author 
lias therefore tabulated them as follows: 

A. Diseases whose symptoms participate in acromegaly, and 
which may be mistaken for the latter:—i. Brain tumors. 2. Base¬ 
dow’s disease. 3. Diabetes. 4. Myopathies. 5. Genital affection. 6. 
Acroparesthesia. 7. Rheumatism. 8. Traumatic neurosis and its simu¬ 
lation. 

R. Diseases and conditions with acromegaly-like alterations in 
the external appearances:— 

I . Anomalies of growth:—1. Gigantism. 2. Congenital partial 
macrosomia. 3. Congenital and progressive partial macrosomia. 

II. General vegetative disturbances (dystrophies): — 1, Myxo- 
edema. 2. Cretinism. 3. Basedow’s disease. 4. Lymphatic constitu¬ 
tion with rachitis. 

III. Diseases of the nervous system:—1. Syringomyelia. j.Erythro- 
ntelalgia. 3. Various "neurotic hypertrophies." 4. Acquired liemi 
macrosomia. 

IV. Diseases of the hones and joints:—1. Diffuse hyperostosis 
(ntegalocephaly). 2. Multiple tumor-like hyperostosis (Leontiasis 
ossea). 3. Osteitis deformans I’aget. 4. Arthritis deformans. 5. 
Cranium Progencum. 6. Secondary hyperplastic osteitis (osteoar- 
thropathie hypertrophiante). 7. Multiple symmetrical enchondro- 
mata. 

V. Diseases of the tendon-sheaths:—1. “Progressive enlarge¬ 
ment of hands,” Hersmann. 2. Chronic inflammation of the palmar 
sheaths. 

VI. Diseases of the skin:—1. Peculiar pachydermy following pro¬ 
longed diminution of vessel-tone. 2. Adiposis dolorosa, Dercttm. 3. 
Elephantiasis neuromatodes. 4. Elephantiasis arabttm. 5. Oedema. 

The treatment of acromegaly is summed up by the author in com¬ 
paratively few words. As the pathogenesis of acromegaly is unknown, 
neither prophylactic nor etiological treatment can be instituted. 

In addition to dietetic and hygienic measures are mentioned iodide 
of potash, mercury, thyroid and hypophysis preparations, arsenic and 
operative procedures. As none of them has been found to be a specific, 
the therapeutic chapter of the disease is far from being closed. 

The bibliography which forms the completing chapter of the work 
is quite lengthy, containing about 450 references. This is certainly a 
most valuable feature of the book and will interest those contemplat¬ 
ing further studies of the subject. 

The book impresses one as being the result of much painstaking 
labor, and is highly recommended to such as desire to be an courant 
with what has thus far been published on the subject. 

Pit. Meirowitz. 

An Epitome ok the History ok Medicine By Roswell Park 

a.m., m.d.. Professor of Surgery in the Medical Department 

of the University of Buffalo. F. A. Davis Company, 1897. 

This epitome of the history of medicine is based upon a series of 
lectures given by the author at the University of Buffalo. In the 
preface Dr. Park states what is. we believe, only too true, that “the 
history of medicine has been sadly neglected in our medical schools. 
The valuable and fruitful lessons which it tells of what not to do have 
been completely disregarded.” 

While the present volume is a little too statistical in its biographic 
details, it nevertheless is a work that cannot fail to be of value to all 
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genuinely interested in medicine, past and future. We hope to see it 
receive a generous recognition. Jeli.iffe. 

Centralblatt Kim die GrenzgkbieTi; df.k Mkdizin und Chirur- 
gie. Edited by Dr. Hermann Schlesinger. Gustav Fischer, Jena, 
Germany. 

This new journal has a very important work to accomplish. In 
England and in this country specialism has not been carried to the 
extreme that it has in Germany and Austria, where a physician an¬ 
nounces his specialty upon his sign. Even here specialism is rapidly 
gaining ground. The object of this new journal is to bridge over the 
gap between the various specialties and to give to the reader a stronger 
grasp on general medicine. Only abstracts and critical digests bn im¬ 
portant subjects of the border-line character will be published, and 
original papers will be left to the recently established journal, Mitt- 
heilungen aus den Grenzgebieten der Medizin und Chirurgie. The 
editor is especially well known from his publications on neurological 
subjects. Spiller. 

System e Nekveux Ckntkai, Coupes Histoi.ogiquks Photograph- 
tftES (The Central Nervous System. Histological Sections Photon 
graphed). By J. Dagonet. J. B; Baillierc et Fils, Paris, 181)7. • 
This photographic atlas is the complement of a paper on general 
paralysis, published by the writer in the “Traite des Maladies Men^ 
tales.” by H. Dagonet. The pictures have been made(from sections pf 
the central nervous system of a patient who was afflicted -with'the 
disease under consideration. 

Dagonet follows the teaching of Tuezek, and believes that the 
primary lesions of paralytic r dementia are parenchymatous. He dis¬ 
putes the statement made by Weigert in regard to the independence 
of the neurogliar cells and fibres,. He believes also that the pericellur 
lar spaces are not artifacts. The atrophy of nerve cells and thejr 
fibres, as well as the hypertrophy of the neurogliar cells and their 
fibres, is well shown, and the hyaloid bodies, which the writer says 
have received little attention, are described. The latter have been re¬ 
cently studied by Edsall and Sailer, and the reviewer has found them 
in large quantities in a case of basal tumor of the brain. 

Dagonet does not believe that the ependymal granulations, so com¬ 
monly seen in cases of general paralysis, are caused by primary de¬ 
struction of the ependymal epithelium (Weigert) and proliferation of 
the unrestrained neuroglia. When the ependymal cells proliferate in 
paralytic dementia their fibres, which are very visible in the eih- 
bryo, but not in the adult, become thickened and are easily perceived. 
There is, therefore, a return to embryonic conditions, and the greater 
part of these granulations is formed by the ependymal and neurogliar 
fibres. Dagonet has not been able to observe the mitosis' in the 
ependymal cells which has been seen in the embryo. He describes 
changes in the motor cells of the cord, but not of so intense a de¬ 
gree as those of which Berger has recently spoken. 

The book is short, and only contains twelve plates, but it is 
written in an interesting style. Spti.i.er. 


A year-book, with the title "Jahresbericht fiber die Leistungen 
und Fortschritte auf dem Gebiete der Neurologie und Psychiatric,” 
will be published under the direction of Mendel, Flatau and Jacob- 
sohn. The first number will appear in 1898. As the various depart¬ 
ments will be under the charge of well-known specialists, the book- 
will doubtless prove of great value. The publisher will be S. Karger. 
in Berlin. 



